“(Why Don’t You) Hit Me With Your Best Shots?” (2CEs)
Mastering the Science & Safety of Dental Local Anesthetic Agents
Tom Viola, RPh, CCP
*This course meets the NCSBDE requirements for your 2CE hours on local anesthetics
Learning Objectives: Upon completion of this course, attendees will be able to : 1) explain the mechanism of action of local anesthetic agents and the real reasons for anesthesia failures, 2) differentiate between the two major classes of local anesthetic agents with respect to their metabolism, adverse effects, drug interactions, and contraindications, 3) discuss the rationale for the use of vasoconstrictors in local anesthetic solutions and their potential effects in common organ system disease states, and 4) specify the various local anesthetic agent combinations most commonly used in dentistry and the rationale for their use in specific clinical situations. 
Course Description: Local anesthesia is foundation to pain control in dentistry, but its effective and safe use requires more than just technical skill. It demands a deep understanding of pharmacology, patient-specific considerations, and evolving clinical protocols. 
This course provides an in-depth review of local anesthetics used in dental practice, including mechanism of action, dosage guidelines, pharmacokinetics, contraindications, and potential complications. 
Special attention is given to patient specific modifications, drug interactions, management of adverse reactions, and current best practices. Ideal for both dentists and dental hygienists. This course bridges science, pharmacology and therapeutics to enhance patient safety, comfort, and outcomes. 
Target Audience: Dentists, dental hygienists, and dental assistants
AGD Subject Code: 340
Total CEs Awarded: 2 CEs





Disclosures – CE Approvals
ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit house by boards of dentistry.
[image: ADA CERP Logo]
Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be directed to the provider or to ADA CERP at ADA.org/goto/cerp.
More information about the American Dental Association can be found at ada.org.
The following are ADA CERP recognized providers:
· Athena Dental Solutions, LLC is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider.
Athena Dental Solutions,LLC  is designated as Approved PACE Program Provider by the Academy of General Dentistry. The formal continuing education programs of this program provider is accepted by the AGD for Fellowship/Mastership and membership maintenance credit. Approval does not imply acceptance by a state or provincial board of dentistry or AGD endorsement. The current term of approval extends from 5/1/2026 to 12/31/2030. Provider ID# 410714
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